
“Our men were 
called out”

‘D’ Company of the 
Seaforth Highlanders.

August 1914-March 1915



In his Game Book, Robert Hanbury of Tournaig, (the son-in-law of Osgood Mackenzie of 
Inverewe) kept a record of family, local and war events. This page notes events from July 
and August  1914, when “our men were called out”. Robert  went but failed the medical.



Robert then became 
the local 

Recruiting Officer



TERRITORIAL WAR SONG

The day is dark with peril, but the cause is great and grand,
And the battle pipes of freedom are resounding through the land.
Britannia’s might upholds the Right that justice may be done –
“Arise! Arise! To arms! To arms!” she calls to every son;
To south and north the call goes forth: we hear and we obey –
The Highlandmen and Islandmen are ready for the fray.

Our battle pipes are piping for the gathering of the men –
They come from croft and clachan, from island and from glen;
In every town by hillsides brown to east and west and north,
Is heard the heartsome music while the men come marching forth.
The martial fires that stirred our sires are burning bright to-day –
The Highlandmen and Islandmen are ready for the fray.

They leave their boats all high and dry and blistering in the sun;
They leave their fields of yellow oats ere harvest has begun;
From soft good-byes and tear-bright eyes, and blessings of the old,
They turn with unforgetting hearts that fearless are and bold;
From those so near they hold so dear, they turn and haste away –
The Highlandmen and Islandmen are ready for the fray.

O worthy they who rise in strength to strike the tyrant down,
Are of their ancient heritage of freedom and renown.
Our fathers all who heard the call with great hearts made reply,
“O happy they who fight for Right and noble they who die.”
True sons are they of Freedom who hear the call to-day –
The Highlandmen and Islandmen are ready for the fray.

DONALD A. MACKENZIE



In his log book, 6 November, the head teacher of Poolewe School recorded 
how proud he was that so many of his pupils had gone, with their 

regiment, 4th Seaforths, to the Front.



Ross-shire Journal
November 1914



The first major engagement in France for the 4th Seaforths was the   
Battle of Neuve Chapelle. 

(From the Highlander Museum archives, Fort George)



There were many casualties …



Ross-shire Journal
March 1915



17 March 1915:
the head of Poolewe 
School sadly listed
those pupils who had
been amongst the 
dead and injured.


